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Dear Minister,  

RE: key messages to EU Competitiveness Council of 1 December 2022 

The upcoming EU Competitiveness Council will address a few very important legislative 
proposals under the umbrella of green transition: on the Empowering Consumers in 

Digital and on Corporate Sustainability Due Diligence (CS3D).

On the latter proposal (CS3D), we understand that there will be an attempt to reach a 
general approach and we are concerned that important legal gaps have not yet been 
properly addressed. This will jeopardise legal certainty, feasibility and effectiveness of 
the proposal and ultimately affect the competitiveness of EU companies facing multiple 
and difficult crises today.

On Corporate Sustainability Due Diligence: crucial points still to be addressed 

• The proposal should aim to ensure a level playing field in the EU single

market. Legal fragmentation, prejudicial to the objectives the proposal, will be a
reality if full harmonisation on key provisions of this directive is not ensured. An
idea could be to replicate what is done in EU consumer directives that use an
"internal market clause". In accordance with this clause Member States "shall not

maintain or introduce, in their national law, provisions diverging from those laid 

down in this Directive, including more, or less, stringent provisions, unless 

otherwise provided for in the Directive. 

• A supply chain approach (instead of value chain) is the only one

proportionate, manageable, and realistic and in line with existing national due
diligence mandatory frameworks.
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