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Dear Executive Vice-President,  
The 12th WTO Ministerial Conference delivered a number of multilateral outcomes that 

managed to keep the system alive. The European business community is nevertheless 

deeply concerned about the Ministerial Decision on the Agreement on Trade-related 

Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights and the wider implications it will have for 

broader discussions regarding Intellectual Property Protection within the WTO, as a 

possible extension to COVID-19 therapeutics and diagnostics is now being considered. 

As expressed in our letter of 6 April 2022, the European business community was already 

substantially concerned by a waiver of Intellectual Property Rights protection for COVID-

19 vaccines, which goes beyond the TRIPS Agreement interfering with the rights of the 

patent owner and advances the notion that IP has been an obstacle to greater vaccine 

production and equitable access, despite evidence to the contrary. Concerns are now 

mounting over a potential extension to therapeutics and diagnostics going beyond the 

objectives of fighting the COVID-19 pandemic, which would amplify discussions to 

weaken IP further as the precedent for waiving patents rights is established. 

Intellectual property is a bedrock of Europe's economy, with IP intensive industries alone 

contributing to 44,8% of the EU's GDP1
. Such an extension would send a negative signal 

to those investing in research and innovation in the healthcare sector but also in other 

innovative sectors of the economy undermining innovation and Europe's industrial base. 

In this context, we believe it is essential that discussions take an informed, fact-based 

approach, and we hope the elements below will be useful in this regard. 

1 All IP-intensive industries contribute to 44.8% and patent-intensive industries to 16.1 % of EU's GDP. ECIPE "The
Benefits of Intellectual Property Rights in EU Free Trade Agreements", January 2022. 
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