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Dear Minister, 

The Competitiveness Council ministers will exchange views on the published European 

Recovery Plan, over a video call this Friday. The Presidency and all the Member States 

were made aware of BusinessEurope suggestions for the sustained recovery of our 

economy before last Competitiveness Council already. They included the call for strong 

financial and non-financial measures. 

BusinessEurope expects the EU economy to contract by around 8% in 2020 and to only 

approach pre-crisis output levels at the end of 2021. The Commission's Recovery 

package needs to be rapidly agreed and get the measures and monitoring right. The 

Competitiveness Council plays a crucial raie in this. 

Our first and preliminary assessment of the tabled European Recovery Plan can be 

summarized through the following key messages: 

• The Commission have delivered a recovery plan of sufficient ftnancial weight

to potentially make a real difference ta the course of the recovery, if a proper

implementation is ensured at national level as well.

• lt is positive ta see the Green Deal and Europe's digital capacity at the centre

of the recovery strategy, but it is essential to go beyond if we want to make

this work as a growth strategy.

• The recovery package well recognises how crucial Europe's digital capacity

is for our safety and prosperity, supporting political will with resources which have

now ta be put into practice.

• While upgrading and boosting the infrastructure in the Single Market take a

prominent raie with increased financing, which is welcome, a bold non-financial

Single Market agenda in addition to digital initiatives is still missing.

• The Recovery Plan falls short to acknowledge that merely restoring the Single

Market to the pre-crisis levels will not be enough to fuel Europe's recovery and

strategic success. The Commission misses the opportunity to suggest reform

action to remove bottlenecks in the goods markets and further open the

services markets where job creation potential is greatest.

• Ta ensure that competition rules remain fit for today's world, the Commission is

currently reviewing the EU competition framework, stressing that the temporary

flexibilities in state aid and competition should not cause long-term
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